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Partisan Races in Utah
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Partisan Races in Utah
2016-2020

General Election Races Preceded by
Primary

26

Primary Races > Two Candidates

23

Primary Races Won by Plurality



Votes Received by Winner

45% Three-Candidate Races

38% Four-Candidate Races



Options to Consider

* Traditional

* Runoff Election

* Top-Two Primary Election
* Ranked-Choice Voting

* Approval Voting



Traditional Voting

* “First-past-the-post”
* Most common
* Used by 34 states



_ Runoff Election

* Used by 10 states

* Ensures candidate wins with a majority of the
votes

* Can be as expensive as the original primary
* Decreased voter participation
* Timing



Top-Two Primary

* All candidates on same ballot

* Increased likelihood of moderate candidates
* May reduce voter choice

* Concerns for minor parties

* Used by 4 states



Ranked-Choice Voting

 Instant Runoff Voting

* Voters rank candidates by
preference

 Provides more choices to voters
* Learning curve

* Used by 2 states, 23 Utah
municipalities, and 26 cities
outside of Utah

u Your Ranked-Choice Ballot




Approval Voting

*Voters vote for as many
candidates as they want Your Fargocity commission ballot |

_ _ will look different this election.
* Third parties won’t take away e
votes from major parties

* May result in a preferred
candidate losing to a candidate
without a single first choice
supporter

* Not widely used

Commissioner
Fargo
Vote for ALL the names you approve of

@ candidate A
@ Candidate 8
O Candidate C
@ Candidate D
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